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2025 Gyeongsangbuk-do Summer Camp Participation Report

Sakuya Todo
Faculty of Education, Hiroshima Bunkyo University (3rd year)

1. Overview

From August 17 to August 23, 2025, I participated in the 2025 Gyeongsangbuk-do Summer Camp held in
Gyeongsangbuk-do, South Korea. Participants from various countries, including China, Thailand,
Indonesia, and Vietnam, gathered to engage in cultural experiences, visit historical sites, and participate
in international exchange programs, fostering mutual understanding among attendees.

2. Learning from Culture and History

Through activities such as making Andong Chimtak and traditional crafts, I gained a deeper
understanding of Korean traditional culture and experienced the appeal of Korean cuisine, including
tteokbokki and kimchi. We also visited historical sites such as Bulguksa Temple, Hahoe Folk Village, and
Cheomseongdae Observatory, learning about Korea’s cultural heritage and the importance of preserving
it.

Visiting the Yeongdeok Wind Power Complex heightened my awareness of environmental issues and the
need for a sustainable future. Additionally, the Samsung Electronics PR Center allowed me to witness
cutting-edge technology in the global mobile industry, gaining insight into Korea’s history of innovation,
technological advancements, and international competitiveness.

3. Insights from International Exchange

Working alongside peers from diverse nationalities and cultural backgrounds allowed me to build
friendships beyond language and customs. I experienced firsthand that friendship can develop through
mutual acceptance and respect, regardless of race, belief, or nationality, and that such mutual respect
forms the foundation of international exchange.

[ also learned the importance of taking initiative in communication. Even with language differences, I
realized that understanding one another as fellow human beings is possible, which was a significant
personal insight.

4. Personal Growth and Role

Although the delegation consisted only of students, I took on a leadership role by performing attendance
checks and relaying instructions between participants and the organizers. While I could not speak
Korean fluently, I used translation apps and occasionally received support from peers who could speak
Korean to fulfill my responsibilities.

Despite some moments of uncertainty, the cooperation of participants from Hiroshima Prefecture
enabled everyone to enjoy the activities, and I felt that [ was able to contribute meaningfully to the
camp’s smooth operation.



5. Future Outlook

Participating in cross-cultural exchange and communicating in English was challenging but also
increased my confidence. Through this experience, | renewed my determination to contribute to the
promotion of peace and international understanding, with a focus on English education in the future.

[ also intend to further study Korean so that, when we meet again, I can converse with local staff in
Korean. Moreover, | aim to maintain regular contact with the international friends I made at the camp
and continue to deepen our friendships.

6. Conclusion

This camp was a valuable opportunity to deepen my personal growth and future outlook through
cultural understanding, historical insight, and international exchange. I sincerely thank the participants
from Hiroshima Prefecture who supported me, the international friends with whom I shared
experiences, and all staff members who contributed to the camp’s operation.

Building on this experience, [ will continue striving toward the realization of a peaceful and sustainable
society.



