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2025 International Youth Conference for Peace in the Future (IYCPF 2025) Participation Report

Sakuya Todo
Faculty of Education, Hiroshima Bunkyo University (3rd year)

1. Overview of the Program

From August 1 to August 9, 2025, I participated in the International Youth Conference for Peace in the
Future (IYCPF 2025) held in Hiroshima. The conference brought together youth from around the world
to engage in peace-related learning, cultural exchange, visits to historical sites, group discussions, and
commemorative ceremonies. Over the nine-day program, participants learned Hiroshima’s “Spirit of
Peace” and experienced mutual respect for different cultures and values.

2. Purpose of the Program

The primary purpose of IYCPF is to pass on the importance of peace to the next generation in Hiroshima,
the city that experienced the atomic bombing, and to cultivate youth with an international perspective.
Through participation, we learned about the horrors of war and nuclear weapons, while also
considering the significance of intercultural understanding and international cooperation through
exchanges with young people from different countries and cultures.

3. Program Activities

¢ Peace Learning & Museum Visits

We visited the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park and the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum, learning
about the tragedies of war and nuclear weapons through survivor testimonies and exhibits, and gaining
a deeper understanding of the importance of peace.

¢ Cultural Exchange & Introduction Programs

Participants introduced their own countries’ traditions and cultures, engaging in music, dance, and
culinary activities. Despite differences in language and nationality, we learned to understand and
respect one another.

¢ Local Culture Experiences (Cooking & School Visits)

We experienced making Hiroshima-style okonomiyaki, learning about the connection between postwar
recovery and local food culture. We also visited Hiroshima Municipal Funairi High School, participating
in club activities such as koto, calligraphy, and flower arranging, gaining insight into local education and
culture.

¢ Group Work & Discussions

We discussed themes including “peacebuilding,” “armed conflict,
“information society.” Each group prepared a final presentation called the Hiroshima Appeal, learning
the importance of collaboration and understanding diverse perspectives.

¢ Commemorative Ceremony & 20th Anniversary Event

On August 6, I attended the Peace Memorial Ceremony, where I renewed my pledge for peace and paid tribute
to the atomic bomb victims through a moment of silence, offering flowers, and releasing doves.During the
20th Anniversary Event of [YCPF, there were representative presentations and performances on the A-bombed
piano by other participants. Through dialogues with foreign ambassadors, I deepened my awareness of peace
in the international community.

¢ Farewell Exchange Meeting
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On the final day, a farewell event was held at Edion Peace Wing Hiroshima, where participants shared
songs and dances, strengthening camaraderie and collectively reflecting on their efforts and aspirations
for peace.

4. Lessons Learned

Through IYCPF 2025, I learned the importance of building friendships beyond nationality, culture, and
religion. Even without a common language, smiles and actions allowed us to connect, demonstrating that
peace is based on empathy and trust beyond words.

Visiting the Peace Memorial Museum reinforced the gravity of war and the responsibility to protect
peace. Hearing survivors’ testimonies firsthand emphasized the importance of passing on history.
Additionally, discussions with participants from various countries showed that embracing diverse
perspectives and collaborating to solve problems is essential for achieving peace.

5. Future Application & Aspirations

In the future, [ aim to teach English while conveying the importance of intercultural understanding and
peace to my students. Beyond language education, I wish to foster respect for diverse values and
cultivate the mindset necessary to contribute to a peaceful society. This experience will serve as a
foundation for my engagement in both local and international peace promotion activities, spreading
Hiroshima’s “Spirit of Peace” to the world.

6. Words of Gratitude

[ sincerely thank the organizers, volunteers, and participants from around the world for their support
during IYCPF 2025. The knowledge and friendships gained from this conference will serve as a
foundation for conveying the importance of peace to future generations. I hope to reunite with those I
met in Hiroshima and continue working together toward a peaceful world.



