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Can I follow you to your hometown?

Hi! My name is Matt and I am from a small city in Australia called
Grafton, in the state of New South Wales. Grafton was actually the first
city in the northern part of the state and it is particularly famous for the
beautiful purple flowers of the Jacaranda tree, and the Jacaranda Flower
Festival.

People first came to Grafton to cut down red cedar trees, which were
very good for building houses. After the land was cleared of trees,
farming became popular. Now, Grafton area has a lot of dairy cows, and
produces incredibly delicious milk, cream, and butter! People from all over Australia love the milk produced there.
Farming beef cattle is also popular, so you can get great “Aussie Beef” in Grafton.

Grafton is pretty hot in summer and not very cold in winter, so it is a comfortable place to live. There is also a lot of
space and nature, so outdoor activities are very popular, and people love to go fishing in the rivers and nearby ocean,
as well as going camping and surfing. My two favourite beaches nearby are Woolgoolga beach and Yamba beach. I
recommend eating the fish & chips at Yamba! Like many place names around Grafton, “Woolgoolga” and “Yamba” are
names that came from aboriginal people, the original owners and custodians of the land who still live in the region.

The most famous festival in the area is the Jacaranda Festival, which happens in October. As you probably know,
seasons in Australia are the opposite of seasons in Japan, so October is actually spring in Australia. Jacaranda Festival
is just like Japanese {t .. We have picnics and barbecues, flower viewings, live music and markets, and there is even a
Jacaranda Queen and Princess!

Grafton is only a small city, but it is very beautiful, with friendly
people and lots of things to do and delicious food to eat. I hope
you can visit one day and experience the place where I grew up!
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